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Father Rob’s Reflections
June 2019
Well, my dear friends we are finally
experiencing some taste of Spring. It is a
nice change and transition. As the seasons
of the year are the pattern for our spiritual,
liturgical calendar in the church, we are
used to transitions from one thing or
another---summer to fall, fall to winter,
winter to spring, and so forth. Coinciding
intentionally with our earth’s seasons, on
the liturgical calendar we transition from
the season of Easter, to Pentecost, to the
long growing season of the Season after
Pentecost, to Advent, to Christmas, and
Christmastide, to the Epiphany, the Season
after the Epiphany, to Lent, and Easter—
back to the beginning, transition and
change. Sunday, June 2nd will represent a
dramatic transition for us at Holy Trinity
and the Diocese of Vermont. Our Bishop of
over 18 years will be retiring, and this will
be his last Sunday with us. He and Ann
have been a wonderful and powerful leader
couple in our midst. We are so thankful to
them. But as necessary and “real’ as
transitions are, they can be painful and sad.
Transitions and parting require grieving
loss.
And like losing a loved one,
transitions and partings lead to the same set
of emotions and steps. The intensity of
course is connected with the depth of the
emotional connection. As with a death, we
celebrate a life, are thankful for their time
with us, and prayerful about their future
adventures in Christ. So it is with this
transition. It is thankfully not a physical
death, but a parting of presence and change

in leadership. As we walk this journey of
wonder that is a life of transition and
change, we wish Bishop Tom and Ann the
deepest and most heartfelt gratitude for their
ministry with us; their love and care for all
of us, including the “least of these”; their
dedication to the Episcopal branch of the
Jesus Movement in this brave little state of
Vermont we call home; and for good
fortune and blessing in their future of
ministry that will, no doubt, continue to be
stellar.
Love in Christ,
The Rev. J. Robert Spainhour


Brunch with the Bishop
The Bishops visitation will be
June 2nd, 2019. After the 9:00am service
we will having a brunch reception. Please
free to bring in your favorite brunch items
to share. This can include pastries, fruit,
breakfast casseroles, muffins, doughnuts,
coffee cake, and juice.

Farewell to Bishop Ely
celebrate the ministry & legacy of
our bishop and wish him & Ann our
best
Cathedral Church of St. Paul,
Burlington
Sunday, June 2
Evensong at 5:00pm
reception & brief program from 6-8 pm
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Upcoming Events

Sun, Jun 2, 9 am – one service,
Bishop’s last visit & Confirmation
Festive Brunch w/ Bishop
5 pm – Evensong & Farewell Party for
Ann & Tom Ely
Sun, Jun 9 – PENTECOST-wear red
9 am – Pastoral Care Meeting
Recognition of Graduates at 10 am
service
Mon, Jun 10, 5:30 – Vestry
Sun, Jun 16 – Trinity Sunday
Thurs, Jun 20, 5:30 – Open Door
Dinner at Holy Trinity
Sun, Jun 30, 2 pm – Organ Concert at
St. John’s, Highgate. Permelia &
David Sears
Sun, Jul 7 – one 9 am service only,
Red White & Blue service at St.
John’s, Highgate

Graduates
We will recognize graduates during the
10 am service on June 9.
High School – Eadoin Murphy
8th Grade: Connor Nielsen
Zack Ries
Bev Kenyon

Adult Bible Study
Adult Bible Study will be exploring Women in
the Bible using reflections from Fierce by Alice
Connor on Sundays after coffee hour through
June 16. A detailed summary of the same
woman will be provided from Bible Women.
Copies of Fierce are available.
Fierce has been described as funny, hip, sassy,
lively, edgy, provocative, earthy, and messy but also deeply personal, compelling, and
transformative.

Things That Make You
Say,Alleluia!
Because of your generosity in 2017 and
2018, the Alleluiafund exceeded its goal. This
means, not only did we meet our
predetermined commitments to Rock Point
Camp, Rock Point Property, and various local
and global outreach ministries, but we were
also able to provide additional funding for
many more things that make you say,
“Alleluia!” The Alleluiafund supports vital
ministries that are beyond the capacity of our
diocesan budget, and every dollar raised
goes directly to selected ministries.
Historically, the selected ministries have
included Rock Point Camp, Rock Point
Commons, and various other outreach
ministries agreed upon at each year’s Annual
Convention. This year, we agreed to focus on
Rock Point, Rock Point Camp, and ministries
related to the priorities set by our Presiding
Bishop and the General Convention, which
include reconciliation, evangelism, and
creation care.
Brochures on the sideboard in the Narthex.

Open Door Dinners
5:30 pm at Holy Trinity
Thursday Jun 20
Talk to Deanna Edwards if you can
help – setting tables, cooking, serving,
cleaning up afterwards

Food Shelf
The Food Shelf at the Church of the
Nativity is in need of the following:
Spaghetti Sauce, Canned Tuna, Knorr
Pasta Side Dishes, Cans of Tomatoes,
Mushroom, and Chicken Noodle Soup
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and Ramen Noodles

Issue #: [Date]

M usic at Grace

Dolor Sit Amet

Grace Church, Sheldon

Monday, July 1: Village Harmony
Thurs, July 25: Heliand Consort
Thursday, August 22: Full Circle
We will need hosts for VillageHarmony
on July 1; if you can help out, please
contact Beth beth.daybell@gmail.com
or (802) 326-4603. Thanks!
May 2019 Vestry Highlights
Sherri Moore seated to complete a vacant
one year term on vestry; Welcome!
Adult Formation will study Women in the
Bible using Fierce by Alice Connor; sessions
will be for 1 hour 11:30-12:30 Sundays after
coffee hour.
Finance Commission will plan scope and
select the 2018 financial formal auditor; the
vestry appointed John Edwards, John Farr
and Amanda Shand to audit team.
Vestry Representative of the Sheldon House
Rectory Commission will be Sherri.
Columbarium is installed and Swanton
marble top to be placed within 2 weeks;
accounting,
tracking
and
subscription
management will be approved by vestry at a
later date.
Respectfully Submitted,
Wallace H Good Jr, Vestry Member

Taize at Cathedral Church of St Paul
Sundays July 7 & Aug 4, 7 pm

Rock Point Camp
Sessions
Age Date PriceTiers
Day camp I 5-10 yo Jun 24-28 $220-300
Sr Hi Overnite14-16 yoJun30-Jul5$470-600
Sr Hi Day+ 14-16 yo Jun30-Jul5$250-330
MiddlerOvernite11-14yo Jul 7-12 $470-600
Middler Day+ 11-14yo Jul 7-12 $250-330
Inter Overnite 10-12 yo Jul14-19 $470-600
Inter Day+
10-12 yo Jul14-19 $250-330
Elem Overnite 7-10 yo Jul21-26 $470-600
Elem Day+
7-10 yo Jul21-26 $250-330
Day Camp II 5-10 yo Jul29-Aug2 $220-300
Adventurers
Day Camp(NEW)7-12 yo Aug5-8 $250-330
Three price tiers to fit all budgets
Brochures in Parish Hall

A Franciscan Benediction
May God bless us with discomfort at easy
answers, half-truths, and superficial
relationships, so that we may live deep within
our hearts.
May God bless us with anger at injustice,
oppression, and exploitation of people, so
that we may work for justice, freedom and
peace.
May God bless us with tears to shed for those
who suffer from pain, rejection, starvation
and war, so that we may reach out our hands
to comfort them and turn their pain into joy.
And may God bless us with enough
foolishness to believe that we can make a
difference in this world, so that we can do
what others claim cannot be done.
Amen.
3

Issue #: [Date]

Columbarium at Holy Trinity
Have you taken a peek at the
columbarium coming together in the
bell tower? The committee tasked with
this project is hoping the marble top
will be finished and installed by the
time the Bishop visits in June. Further
information about reserving a niche,
costs, etc will be forthcoming.

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church
38 Grand Ave, Swanton, VT 05488
Office 868-7185
Office:holytrinityepi@myfairpoint.net
Website: holytrinityswanton.org
Holy Trinity Staff:
The Rev. J. Robert Spainhour
holytrinityrector@myfairpoint.net
Cell 843 343-6871 Rectory 868-6757
Fri. is ordinarily Fr. Rob’s Sabbath
Admin. Asst: Aimee Hawkins
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9 am- 2 pm
holytrinityepi@myfairpoint.net
Bookkeeper: Shelley Robtoy
holytrinitybk@myfairpoint.net
Facilities Manager: George Plante
868-7185
Sexton: James McDonald
802 582-5596
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS
1
4
5
8
11
15
19
21
25
26
27
28
30

Jeff Williams
Jeremy Burnor
Sarah Robtoy
Mary Gladden
Ella Hadd, Amanda Shand
Logan Burnor
Tammy Farr
Christie Bruyette
Jason LaFlam, Maggie Short
Katy Marshall
Marianne Marshall
Gabrielle Cheney
Sebrina Short, John Edwards

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
4
20
28
29

Erin & Joshua Gagne
Cindy & Allen Monahan
Sarah & Jon Nielsen
Emily & Nick Gover
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